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I BELONG DOWNTOWN TOOLKIT  
 

I Belong Downtown is looking for community and cultural organizations, 

BIAs, educators, and other partners across the country to help raise 

awareness about the project and gather I Belong Downtown stories.   

 

This Toolkit is a resource for individuals and organizations wanting to get 

involved.  It provides background information, suggestions and resources 

for promoting the project, encouraging people to participate and collecting 

I Belong Downtown stories.  

GET CONNECTED  

Website: www.ibelongdowntown.ca 

Twitter: @IBelongDowntown 

Instagram: ibelongdowntown 

Email: info@Ibelongdowntown.ca  

 
 
Created by:      Funded by  

http://www.ibelongdowntown.ca/
https://twitter.com/IBelongDowntown
mailto:info@Ibelongdowntown.ca
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OVERVIEW  

I Belong Downtown is a nation-wide conversation about Canada’s 

downtowns.  It celebrates our downtowns as vibrant, welcoming 

places that embrace diversity of all kinds – and how this makes 

our communities, cities and country thrive. 

Starting on Canada’s 150th birthday, I Belong Downtown will be 

gathering stories from Canadians across the country, through 

videos, pictures, and written submissions.   

Canadians of all ages and backgrounds are encouraged to share 

their stories through videos, pictures, and written submissions.   

 

HOW IT WORKS  

We’re looking for stories shared through pictures, videos and 

written submissions that celebrate the vibrancy, diversity, and 

welcoming nature Canada’s downtowns. 

There are two easy ways to share a picture, video or written story:  

1. Social Media Post a photo or video with a caption on 

Twitter, Facebook or Instagram using the 

#iBelongDowntown hashtag.  

2. Through the Website Go to 

www.ibelongdowntown.ca/submit and use the form to 

submit your written story and attach your photos or video.   

The stories will then be shared on the I Belong Downtown 

website, on social media and in the monthly newsletter.   

In the Fall of 2017, we will be hosting 5 events across the country 

to celebrate and share the best I Belong Downtown stories, and 

the unique role our downtowns play in the past, present and 

future of our country.  

 

 

1. ABOUT  
THE  
PROJECT  

HELP US 

SPREAD THE 

WORD 

  
 

file://///file-01/projects/631B.Telling_the_Stories_of_Canadian_Downtowns/4-Working_Documents/www.ibelongdowntown.ca%20
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Here are some resources help you raise awareness about the 

project and collect as many stories as possible.   

 

SHORT OVERVIEW/ELEVATOR PITCH  

I Belong Downtown is a nation-wide conversation about Canada’s 

downtowns. It celebrates our downtowns as vibrant, welcoming 

places that embrace diversity of all kinds – and how this makes our 

communities, cities and country thrive. Residents of all ages and 

backgrounds are encouraged to share their stories about how and 

why they feel like they belong downtown.  

 

There are two easy ways to share your story: 1. Take a photo or 

video and post is to Twitter, Facebook or Instagram with a caption.  

Or 2. Go to www.ibelongdowntown.ca and click on submit a story.  

 

The top 10 finalists will be displayed across the country and there is 

a $500 prize for best story. 

 

PROJECT POSTER  

Download the I Belong Downtown poster. Share it electronically/on 

social media or print it out and put up on local bulletin boards, in 

your school, community centre or coffee shop.   

STORY TIP SHEET  

A great story for the I Belong Downtown project is one that highlights 

how downtowns are vibrant, welcoming places where people value 

and appreciate difference, and there is a strong sense of belonging. 

Download our Story Tipsheet for more information on what makes 

good story.  

 

 2. HELP US 
SPREAD THE 
WORD   

http://www.ibelongdowntown.ca/
https://franz-ombico-yabg.squarespace.com/s/I-Belong-DT-Poster-cftl.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/594abb69b11be11541872468/t/599c81f6be42d69ea77c86c8/1503429111021/TipSheet.IBelongDowntown.170821.pdf
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SAMPLE POSTS AND TWEETS  

Here are some examples of tweets and posts you can use to help promote the project on social media.  Feel free to copy and 

paste.  

Twitter:  

What makes you feel like you belong downtown? The diversity? community? public spaces? Share your story @iBelongdowntown 

#iBelongdowntown  

Share your downtown story for a chance to win $500!  For more information on how to win 

follow @iBelongdowntown #iBelongdowntown 

Instagram  

What is your downtown story? Canada’s downtowns are vibrant, welcoming places where 

people value and appreciate diversity.  Share your story for a chance to win $500! For more 

information and how to win follow @ibelongdowntown #iBelongdowntown 

What makes you feel like you belong downtown? The diversity? community? public spaces? 

Share your story @iBelongdowntown #iBelongdowntown  

Facebook 

What is your story? Canada’s downtowns are vibrant, welcoming places where people value 

and appreciate diversity, and people thrive because of it. Stand a chance to win $500 by 

sharing your downtown story! For more information on how to win, like and follow the 

@IBelongDowntown page. #iBelongdowntown 

Do you love your downtown? What makes you feel like you belong there? Share your 

#iBelongDowntown story. To enter, simply include #iBelongDowntown with your post on 

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. For more information visit www.ibelongdowntown.ca  

PROMOTIONAL IMAGES   

http://www.ibelongdowntown.ca/
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You can use these images to promote the project and boost your social media posts.  
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A great way get involved with I Belong Downtown is to host a group 

discussion or workshop.  It’s a perfect opportunity for educators, 

program coordinators and community engagement workers to bring 

people together and discuss their experiences with Canada’s 

downtowns.  The discussion can be as formal or informal as you 

like.  

Here is a sample outline for the discussion:  

1. Project overview 

• Facilitator uses the toolkit information to explain the project  

2. Group discussion:  

• Facilitator asks a question to the group, and give everyone a 

chance to respond. Sample questions:  

o What does the word belonging mean to you?  

o Why do you think it’s important that we accept each 

other’s differences?  

o What does downtown _____ mean to you?  

o What are the benefits of having a strong sense of 

belonging?  

o How do you think downtowns have contributed to a 

high quality of life in Canada?  

3. Share your story  

• Facilitator asks each person to think about and share an 

experience they had downtown, where they felt: accepted, 

connected, welcomed, a sense of belonging, etc.   

• Everyone takes time to share their story on social media or 

through the project website or by filling out a storycard.  

• The facilitator can also collect the stories and submit them 

as a group after the session.  

 

4. HOST AN  
I BELONG 
DOWNTOWN 
DISCUSSION    

http://www.ibelongdowntown.ca/submit
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/594abb69b11be11541872468/t/5992f56de3df28fa2939d213/1502803312399/Story+Card.pdf


I Belong Downtown Toolkit | Page 8 

  

“In 1941 my family and I moved into the first high rises downtown, 

Parkwood Heights. In those days, a high-rise was 12 stories, nothing 

compared to towers you see these days. On my 15th birthday I went to the 

pool in a pink bikini…hard to imagine now. A young man splashed into the 

water and got my new perm wet. That man was my husband for 57 years. 

He worked in construction and built so many of the buildings on Church 

Street. I am so proud to still see some of his hard work today. It’s part of our 

history and like me they belong downtown.” 

 

JANINE KING  
 

THE JAZZ 
MAN 

 

“Every morning I animate the streets with the sound of jazz. My office is on the 

corner of Yonge and Eglinton and my job is to make peoples days a little more 

exciting.  As I play people stand around and pause in their busy days to connect 

with each other. This corner is now a place downtown where people can unite 

and everyone is welcome.  Without me the street would be like any other 

intersection where cars meet people. But now people meet people. I belong 

downtown because I bring meaning and a sense of place to city.”  

 

5. EXAMPLES 

OF 
DOWNTOWN 
STORIES 
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“Six years ago, I dropped out of school and started selling coffee.  I went 

door to door delivering our unique taste to offices downtown. Today my 

partner and I are shop owners on one of the busiest streets in city. 

Downtown is a place that embraces different ideas and gives everyone a 

chance at an opportunity to win at something they love doing. I belong 

downtown and as long as we deliver diversity we are here to stay.” 

 

MIKE 
WELLS 
 

ALYSSA J 
& KEN R 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

www.ibelongdowntown.ca  

“Downtown has something new and vibrant about it every day. I love that it is 

a place where you can be whoever you want. A place where different is 

normal and normal is boring. There is an incredible energy that you cannot 

find anywhere else and I want to be a part of it. 

http://www.ibelongdowntown.ca/

